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carried off. Matthews promised Bomanjee's sons
he would take one of them to England, and under-
took to make the Directors see things in a proper
light. Men charged with abominable crimes re-
ceived countenance from him. He told the Council
that they were only traders, and had no power to
punish anybody. The Crown alone had power to
punish. He (Matthews) represented the Crown,
and was answerable only to the King of England.
One may picture to one's self the satisfaction
with which, at the end of the year, the Council
learned that Matthews was really going.

In December, 1723, he set sail for England.
During the two years he had been in the Indian
seas he had accomplished nothing he ought to have
done, and done almost everything he ought not to
have done. He had been sent out to suppress the
pirates and to protect the Company's interests. He
had not captured a single pirate ship or rooted out
a single pirate haunt. Claiming, as a King's officer,
to be exempt from the provisions of the Company's
charter, he had indulged in private trade, and had
even had dealings with the pirates. He had flouted
the Company's authority wherever it existed, and
had encouraged others to resist it. Every person